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We wish you much pleasure and many
years of successful photography with your
LEICA@ Z2X. The LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 35-
70 mm zoom lens, thanks to i ts high opt ical
performance, produces exceptional quality
photographs and increases your composi t i -
on perspectives with its variable focal leng-
ths.  The LEICA Z2X's numerous soecial  fea-
tures enable you to master even diff icult
photographic s i tuat ions.  Plus,  you can take
i t  anywhere as a constant companion as i t
is  extremely compact and l ightweight.  In
order for you to enjoy the full spectrum of
possibi l i t ies the LEICA Z2X of fers,  we
recommend that you start by reading this
instruction booklet.
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This instruct ion booklet was printed on paper bleached without
chlorine - an expensive process that preserves the environment,
especial ly natural water resources.
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Brief description
The LEICA Z2X is a compact artd versati le
autofocus 35 mm rangefinder camera desi-
gned for easy, yet quality photography. lt 's
soecial  features include:

o  LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 35-70mm lens
t14.0-7.6 (7 elements in 6 groups)

o Passive autofocus with focus memory
o Focus range from 60 cm (24 in.)  to inf in i ty
o Center-weighted integral metering with

exposure memory . . .
o Exoosure override + 2 EV
O Bui l t - in f lash
O Automatic flash activation in low light
o Manual -on / -off f lash
O Pre-flash option to reduce ,,red-eye

effect"

o Infinity focus lock
O Long-time exposures up to 99 sec.
o Large, br ight  v iewf inder
o Automatic fi lm advance and rewind
O Cont inuous shutter release, about one

every 1.5 sec.
o Automatic fi lm speed setting (DX-coding)
O Ouartz controlled data back depending

on model chosen
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Shutter release button
Zoom selector
, ,ON/OFF"  swi tch
Aux i l ia ry  AF l igh t
Sel f - t imer button
Autofocus sensors
Viewf inder window
Mode selector button
LCD data panel  (L iquid Crystal  Display)
E lec t ron ic  f lash
Sensor for  exposure meter
LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 35-70 mm lens
with automat ic lens cover
Eyelet for neck/wrist carrying straps
Se l f - t imer  LED d iode

Table of Contents
B r i e f  d e s c r i p t i o n . . .
L C D d a t a p a n e l  . . . .
Compat ib le batter ies
Battery:

insert ing
checking
changing

Attachiigihe neck
carryrng straps

! Switching the camera on/off
Compat ib le 35 mm f i lms
Load ing  the  f i lm
Setting the focal length
H o l d i n g t h e  c a m e r a  .  .  .  .  .  .
Viewfinder display
Taking pictures
Focus and exposure memory
Program modes
Taking pictures with and
without f lash
Taking pictures in automatic
mode with automatic flash
Taking pictures ln automat ic program
mode with automat ic f lash and
pre-f lash
Taking pictures in automatic program
mode with automat ic f lash and
exposure override
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Manual f lash-on
Manual f lash-on and pre-f lash
Flash range
Manual f lash-on with long exposure
Manual f lash-on and pre-f lash
with long exposure
Manual f lash-of f
Electric cable release
Taking pictures wi th inf in i ty focus
lock and manual f lash-of f
Sel f - t imer
Automatic fi lm rewind . :
Mid-rol l  f i lm rewind
Panorama photographs
Trouble-shoot i  ng guide
Data back
Setting the data back
Helpful  t ips on camera care
Leica Customer Service
Technical  data

@ Viewf inder eyepiece
@ Green LED
@ Red LED
@ Fi lm window, showing loaded f i lm
@ Back cover release
@ Battery compartment cover
@ Tr ipod thread 114" (AU4 DIN 4503)
@ LEICA Z2Xwilh Data Back:

LCD data display on Data Back
@ Switch for  manual f i lm rewind
@ Socket for  e lectr ic cable release
@ Camera back
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LCD Data Panel {91
@ = battery function symbol
O = sel f - t imer indicator

,  = (display f lashes when f lash is
activated a utomatica I ly)

,, = automatic flash with pre-flash
actrvated (display f lashes
when f lash is act ivated auto-
mat ical ly)

+ EV = €Xoosute overr ide + 2 EV
/ON = f l io f lUdl  f lash-on
,?ON = f f iohUOl  f lash-on wi th  pre- f lash
SLOW/ON =  l ong  exposu re  +  manua l  f l ash -

on

SLOW TTON = long exposure + flash + pre-
f  lash

= r^flohUol f lash-off
= focus has been manual ly

locked on inf in i ty
= long exposure up to a maxi-

mum of 99 sec. ( in the pro-
gram modes , ,SLOW" and
, , 'OFF ' '

?8 = f rame counter
99 = t ime counter for  long exposu-

res
l0 = self-t imer countdown

Compatible 3 volt l i thium batteries,
for  examole:
DURACELL DL123A
KODAK K123A
PANASONIC CR123A
VARTA CR123A. etc.

q=SL0f l f  oo+EV
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pears together with other display symbols,
battery power is sufficient. When the sym-
bol @E flashes, the battery sti l l  has ap-
proximately 30% capacity. Should no sym-
bol appear, the battery is f lat and must be
replaced immediately. In this case, the
shutter cannot be released. For this rea-
son, always keep a spare battery handy
when travel ing.

lf the lens does not move into the ,,ready"
position,when the ON/OFF button is pres-
sed, the battery may be low, inserted incor-
rect ly or missing.

Inserting the battery ",The LEICA Z2Xis powerdd by a 3 volt Lithi-
um battery (e.g. CR123). To insert the bat-
tery, open the battery compartment cover
(20) by pushing in the direction of the arrow.
Insert the l ithium battery with the minus
pole facing forward as indicated in the bat-
tery compartment; close the cover unti l i t
c l icks shut.

Checking the battery
Switch the camera on (see p. 7). The pro-
tective lens cover then automatically
opens and the lens (12l' moves to the
,,ready" position. lf the symbol 4i-- ap-

a series of exposures in close
the symbol E= may flash or

f== may appear.

exposures, pause briefly for
recover.

Also, after
successlon,
the symbol

" r )
Befcfe further
the'battery to

Attention; Cold temperatures reduce bat-
tery performance. In addition, the fi lm beco-
mes stiffer, making fi lm advance more diff i-
cult. At low temperatures, carry your LEICA
Z2Xiw an inside pocket and use a f resh bat-

: fl:i
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Changing the battery
When there is a f i lm in the camera, insert
a new battery immediately after removing
the old one. l f  the camera is left  more
than 10 minutes without a battery, the
f rame counter in the LCD data panel re-
sets to , ,1" when you insert a new bat-
tery, regardless of the number of pictures
taken.

Attention.' Keep battery-contacts clean. Do
not dispose of used batteries by throwing
them into an open fire; do not try to rechar-
ge, break open, disassemble or heat.  Do
not dispose of used batter ies in normal hou-
sehold garbage, as they contain toxic
wastes that are dangerous to the environ-
ment .  Return them to your  local  suppl ier  or
turn them in for recycl ing.

t.u t,'.-,"-..nit.,-i"int.t*.t'*'it.t.i--',t'i..11..t.'.,.-''t,i,."rl.**.lr,.r'.'fi*ti'11**..t-.f.tit.,*l

Attaching,the neck or wrist carrying
straps, Ever Ready case
When taking pictures, the everready case
(order no. 18509) remains connected to the
cailJying strap when it is pulled through the
loops found inside the case.
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zoom selector, all electronics are activated
and the camera is again immediately ready
to shoot. This function is to prevent unne-
cessary battery use. We recommend that
you switch off the camera when it is not
used for long periods of t ime in order to
extend battery l ife.

Compatible 35 mm f i lms:
The LEICA ZZX automatical ly sets the fol lo-
wing f i lm speeds for DX-coded 35 mm f i lms
(package and cartr idge are marked , ,DX").

Fi lm speed in ISOSwitching the camera onloff
To do this, press the 

' '  
, ,ON/OFF" switch

(3). The protective lens cover opens, the
lens extends to the , ,ready" posit ion and
the LCD data panel (9) display appears.

When the camera is switched off  al l  dis-
plays disappear, the lens returns to the
transport posit ion and the lens cover clo-
S E S .

When the camera is not used for aprox. 5
minutes after being switched on, the data
panel display and the camera electronics
are automatical ly turned off  .  The lens is
set to the 35 mm focal length (wide-
angle) .  Wi th a l ight  touch on the shut ter
release, the , ,  ON/OFF " switch or the

200124" 1000/31"
250125" 1600/33'
400127" 2000134"
500128" 3200/36'
800/30"

50/1 8'
64119"

100121"
125122"

o t

With f i lm emusions slower than ISO 50/1 8", or i f
the f i lm is not DX-coded, the camera is automati-
cal ly set to ISO 1 00121". l t  is automatical ly set to
3200/36' at fi lm speeds above ISO 3200/36'.

w
il

rl



Loading the fi lm i
l f  there is a f i lm in the, ,6qmera, ensure that
it is rewound before opening the back
cover, i.e. that the frame counter is set at
, ,0".  Otherwise l ight  wi l l  damage any expo-
sed f i lm.

Attention'Whenever possible, do not load
or remove fi lm in bright l ight. To prevent
l ight  f rom hi t t ing the f i lm, load or remove i t
in your body's shaoow.

1. Unlatch and open the back cover (25) by
moving the sl id ing cover release (19)
upwaro.

2. Load the fi lm cartridge into the fi lm
chamber as shown. The camera guide
pin must f it into the corresponding
socket on the fi lm cartridge base.

3. f-nsure that the fi lm is laid flat between
the fi lm guides with the fi lm lead exten-
ding to the take-up spool .
l f  you have pul led out too much f i lm,
carefully wind it back into the cartridge.
Make sure that the f i lm is ly ing f lat  in the
f i lm chamber.

.d{ '
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4. Close the camera QFck The camera
switches on and the''/ ' f i lm advances au-
tomatically to the first frame. The ca-
mera is ready for the first exposure
when the frame counter is at  , ,1" .
However,  i f  the , ,1" f lashes, the f i lm
has not been loaded properly.
Reopen the back, remove the fi lm and re-
insert it as described in sections 2 to 4.

Setting the focal length
The button to select the focal length
(zoom selector, 2) operates l ike a seesaw.
Pressing ,,f" (tele) on the right of the
roc$pi causes the lens to zoom to longer
focdl' lengths. Pressing ,,W" (wide-angle)
on the left of the rocker causes the lens
to zoom to shorter focal lengths.



Holding the camera
To avoid camera shakg, ,  hold your LEICA
Z2X as shown in the photographs. Also
check that  the lens,  f lash (10) ,  autofocus
sensors/auxi l iary l ight (6,41 and exposure
meter window (1 1) are not inadvertent ly
covered by your hand, the carrying strap,
etc.

For vertical format photographs, ensure that
the f lash is always at the top as l ight ing
f rom above produces a more natural
rmpresslon.

I t  is also advisable with vert ical format pho-
tography to use the thumb to press the
shutter release to minimize camera shake.
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Viewfinder displa y i7, 15]|
The viewfinder adjustS,,according to the
zoom focal length selected.

a: Viewfinder frame:
The image area framed by the lens is
at  least  equal  to the fu l l  area vis ib le in
the viewfinder.

b: Close-up frame markings:
For close-up photography, the viewfin-
der image of the lens picture area is
shifted upwards. This parallax becomes
all the more apparent the longer the
focal length and the shorter the focu-
sing distance. The close-up range mar-
kings in the v iewf inder of  the LEICA
Z2X applies to the 70 mm focal length

in the focus range of 0.6 m to about
1.4 m (2 to 4.6 f t ) .  Here,  the picture
area is outl ined by the close-up marl
kings at the top and the viewfinder bor-
der below the frame lines at the bot-
tom.

c: Markings for the panorama format:
With use of the panorama adapter (see
p. 28) available as an accessory, the
prcture area covered is indicated by the
markings inside the f rame l ines.

d: Autofocus frame:
Aim the camera so that the main sub-
ject to be in sharp focus is within this
frame (it is not necessary that it f i l ls it).

e :  Green LED (16)
l f  the green LED l ights up when the
shutter release button (1) is l ightly pres-
ifed, this indicates that focus point and
exposure have been measured as well as
stored in memory. When the green LED
flashes at long intervals, this is a warning
for possible camera shake in low lighting
conditions with the flash switched off.
Ygu can, nevertheless, sti l l  take the pictu-
re.t The green LED will also flash at long
iry-tervals when the subject is too close
(under 60 cm Qa in.)) .  In th is case, the
shutter release wil l also be locked. The

www.orphancameras.com



distance between camera and subject
has to be increased.
However, if the green LED f lashes at
short intervals, automatic focusing is not
possible due to insuff  ic lent contrast.  In
th is  case,  a im the camera at  a s imi lar ly  l i t
subject at a comparable distance unt i l
the corresponding focus and exposure
values have been stored in the memory.
l f  your subject requires more l ight,  the
LEICA Z2X automatical ly act ivates the
auxi l iary AF l ight .  = -

Red LED (171
The red LED l ights up after a sl ight
pressure on the shutte'f release to indi-
cate f lash readiness. The red LED f las-
hes and the shutter release is blocked
when the f lash is not yet ready. Flash
recycling time with f resh batteries is
about 5 seconds.

Taking pictures
For photographs with the main subject in
the center of the frame:
After select ing the focal length, point the
camera so that the main subject or portions
thereof are within the autofocus frame area.
Now l ight ly press the shutter release button
to pressure point.  As soon as the green LED
appears in the viewfinder, focus and exposu-
re values have been determined. You can
now depress the shutter release button ful ly
to take*the picture. The camera then advan-
ces the ' f i lm to the next  f rame and the f  i lm
countqr increases by one.



Focus and exposure memory
For photographs whers the main subject
matter is off-center:
l f  the subject that is to be sharply focused
l ies outside the autofocus frame, the focus
memory feature should be used.

Holding the camera to the eye, point i t  at
the subject matter so that the most impor-
tant port ions to be in focus are inside the
autofocus frame. Now l ight ly press the shut-
ter., release button to pressure point. fhe
grQ.bn LED l ights up to indicate that focus
and exposure values have been measured
a nd that both va lues have been stored rn
memory.

ril
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In these types of si tuat ions, focus on an
alternat ive object that is at the same
distance and similar ly l i t .  Stor ing the focus
and exposure as described, you are now
able to take your picture successf ul ly.

Attention; By continually holding down the
shutter release, as many pictures as you
choose can be taken in a row. With this
continuous shutter release mode, i t  is possi-
ble to capture, e.9.,  act lon sequences.

Keeping the shutter release button pressed
down sl ight ly,  compose your picture as you
wish. When ready, press the shutter release
ful ly down for the exposure. The focus and
exposure memory is cancel led as soon as
you remove your f  inger f  rom the shutter
release button.

Using the focus memory feature is also
useful with di f f icult  autofocus subjects such
as structures which do not present a sub-
stant ial  surface on which to focus, low-con-
trast subjects in front of simi lar backgro-
unds or subjects the structures of which
only run horizontal ly (with vert ical f  ormat
shooting structures running vert ical ly only).



Program modes
The LEICA Z2X is a fulJv automatic came-
ra. After turning i t  on, i t  is immediately
ready to shoot.  By a sl ight pressure on
the shutter release, focus and exposure
are set and, when necessary, the f lash is
switched on as wel l .

For special  si tuat ions, the LEICA Z2X can
be manual ly  contro l led.  Addi t ional  func-
t ions in  var ious combinat ions can be cho-
sen from as program modes.

With each press of the mode selector but-
ton (8, , ,  MODE "),  the program mode is
changed to the next sett ing (see inside
cover page 2 and Brief Instruct ions), Every
program mode remains in effect unt i l  ano-
ther mode is chosen or the camera is tur-
ned off . After switching the camera on
again, the automatic program mode wi l l  be
in effect.

Taking pictures with and without
flash
fhe LEICA Z2X has a bui l t - in  f lash which
can be lntent ional ly switched on or off  de-
pending on the program mode chosen.

It  is addit ional ly possible to photograph
with the pre-f lash feature to minimize the
,, re$-eye " effect.

"r
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Taking pictures in automatic pro-
gram mode with automatic flash
When switched on, the LEICA Z2X is set
to the automatic program mode so that
you do not have to choose a mode imme-
diately.  In th is mode, the f lash is automat i -
cal ly act ivated in low l ight ,  when slower
shutter speeds are l ikely to lead to camera
shake, e.g.  in dark inter iors and in twi l ight
or poor weather conditions. The symbol y'
f lashing on the LCD display indicates that
the flash has been automatically activated.

The green LED lights up as soon as the
focus and exposure are measured and
saveo.

The green LED f lashes at  long intervals to
indicate that  the focusing distance is too
smal l  (  less than 60 cm (24 in. l l .  In th is
case, the shutter release is blocked unt i l
the distance is increased (see also ,,View-
f inder display",  p.  12).

The red LED l ights up with a s l ight  pres-
sure of  the shutter release when the f lash
is recharged.

The red LED f lashes and the shutter release
is blocked as long as the f lash is not ready
(see also ,,Viewfinder display" p. 12).

data panel displays the battery func-
symbol and the frame counter.
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reduced as it contracts the eye pupils of
the people looking in the direct ion of  the
camera.

Press the mode selector button (8,
, ,MODE") once. The data panel  wi l l  d is-
play a double flash symbol ft.
lmportanf.' Ensure that the main subject
is wi th in the f lash range (see p.  21).,ii1' t i

;ji'ill
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Taking pictures in automatic pro-
gram mode with automatic flash and
pre-flash
With portraits photographed using flash,
an undesirable ,,red-eye" effect is possi-
ble, when the flash is reflected from the
retina of the eye directly to the camera.
Therefore, the person being photographed
should not look direct ly into the camera.
In low light, this effect is especially noti-
ceable due to di lated eye pupi ls.  When,
e.9. ,  photographing indoors,  i t  is  recom-
mended to add as much normal room
l ight ing as possible so that the eye pupi ls
are more contracted. By using the pre-
f  lash, released immediately pr ior  to the
main flash, the ,,red-eye" effect is greatly

i t
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To activate exposure
mode selector button
the camera data panel
, ,+EV" .

override, press the
(8 ,  , ,MODE")  un t i l

displays the symbol

E _.:5u
t-'i-i, - -

Taking pictures in autdmatic_pro-
gram mode with automatic flash and
exposure override
Exoosure measurement is done from a
middle grey value which corresponds to
the brightness of an average photographic
scene. When the scene does not measure
to th is value, an exposure overr ide is ne-
cessary.  In extremely br ight  surrounding
scenes, e.g. ,  wi th snow or at  the beach,
the picture becomes underexposed due to
the high amount of  l ight  ref lect ions.  In
order to compensate, the picture must be
overexposed by ,,+2EV" (EV = Exposure
Value).
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Manual f lash-on Manual f lash-on and pre-f lash
Act ivat ing the f lash manual ly is recommen- Press the mode selector button (8,
ded when taking photographs against  the , ,MODE") unt i l  the symbols , , r r"  and
sun (backl ight)  or  for  p ictures wi th extre- , ,ON" are displayed in the data panel .  Al l
me contrast  (e.9.  when the subject  is  in fur ther photographs wi l l  now be taken
shade).  wi th the pre-f lash and main f lash regard-
To act ivate the f lash manual ly,  press the less of  the l ight ing condi t ions'
mode selector button (8,  , ,MODE") unt i l
, , r "  is  d isplayed in the data panel .  The
flash wil l now be activated for every pho-
tograph regardless of  l ight ing condi t ions.
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Flash range
at 35 mm at70 mm

I  s0 /18 '  64119"  Bo lzo"  0 ,G m -  3 ,G m 0 ,6  m -  1 ,9  m
' 1ool21" 12s122" 16012g" 0,6 m -  b,1 m 0,6 m -  2,7 m
|  200124"  250125"  320/26  0 ,6m*  7 ,2m 0 ,6m*  3 ,8m
I to0l27" b00/29'  o4ol2g'  o,G m - 10,2 m 0,6 m -  5,4 m

800/30' 1000/31o 1 250 /32" 0,6 m - 14,4 m 0,6 m - 7,7 m
1600/33"  2OOOI34 '  2500/35"  0 ,6  m -20,4 m 0,6 m -  10,8 m

Film speed
ISO/DIN

3200/36' 0 , 6 m - 2 8 , 8 m  0 , 6 m - 1 5 , 3 m

These specifications refer to color negative (print) film. With positive (slide) films, there is a reduction in range. All values are
rounded off.

I

Flash range range where the f lash range is greater,  as
The avai lable f lash range depends on the the focusing distance is lower and the
chosen focal  length and f i lm speed. For lens speed higher at  th is end of  the zoom
best resul ts,  ensure that your main subject  range.
is wi th in the f lash range. l t  is  preferable to
use f lash more towards the wide-angle



Manual f lash-on withqrlong exposure
In order to minimize the rrsk of camera
shake, the shutter speed in automatic pro-
gram mode with automatic or manual f lash
act ivat ion (without long exposure, , ,SLOW")
is l imited to 1130 sec. The background is
therefore often heavily underexposed in out-
door f lash photographs taken at twi l ight or
at n ight.

For correct exposure of the surrounding area
in such photographic si tuat ions, the exposu-
re may have to be prolonged up to the , ,8"
( long exposure) sett ing (over 4 sec.);  see
also the pictures on the top of there pages.

In flash photographs in the ,,automatic program" mode, the am-
bient l ight does not influence exposure (1/30 sec )

To act ivate this feature, press the , ,MODE"
button (8) unt i l  the symbol , ,SLOW y' ON"
appgars on the LCD display. The f  lash is
floW;activated for every exposure regardless
of the l ight ing conditrons.

22www.orphancameras.com
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In the , ,SLOW / Of, l"  and , ,SLOW t l  ON" modes (the am-
b ien t  l igh t  de termines  exposure  t ime)  the  f lash  ac ts  as  f i l l - in
f lash for the foreground. 

' i

l f  a , , 8 "  a l so  appea rs  on  the  da ta  pane l
(see i l lustrat ion above), the camera swit-
ches to long-t ime exposure , ,8".  The shut-
ter remains open unt i l  the shutter release
button is released again (99 sec. at maxi-
mum).  The , ,8"  set t ing is  a lso act ivated in
the fol lowing modes (refer to the relevant
i l lustrat ions on the fol lowing pages).

Attention; The shutter speed is controlled
by the ambient  l ight  up to the , ,8"  ( long
exposure) sett ing.

Flashing green LED indicates a risk of came-
ra shake despite the f lash, as the exposure
is lo/rger than 1/30 sec. In this case, hold the
camera steady and, if necessary, put it on a
sol id support or mount i t  on a tr ipod. In poor
l ight ing condit ions, the camera must be held
steady unt i l  the f i lm advance can be heard,
even once the flash has fired.
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Manual flash-on and pre-flash with
long exposure ,tt
The long exposure mode can also be com-
bined with the pre-f lash to reduce the
,, red-eye " effect.

Press the , ,  MODE " button unt i l  the sym-
bol , ,SLOW ,,  ON" appears on the LCD
display. The pre-f  lash and main f  lash wi l l
now be activated for every exposure re-
gardless of the l ight ing condit ions.

Caution: There is a risk of camera shake
even with flash. (Refer also to ,, Manual
f lash-on with long exposura", p. 22) ' .

Manual f lash-off
By intent ional ly switching the f lash off ,  one
can e.9.,  capture the special  mood of twi-
l ight,  or photograph inside a museum where
f lash photography is not al lowed. Press the
modb selector button (8, , ,MODE") unt i l  , , t
OFF" is  d isp layed in the data panel .  The
flash wi l l  now remain off  for the fol lowing
photogra phs.

Attention; The green LED f lashes when the
shutter speed fal ls below 1130 second
whicl ' {  indicates r isk of camera shake. In this
case; Steady the camera against or on a sta-
ble object, or use a tripod.
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l f  a  , ,8"  appears on the LCD data panel
when the shutter releaEe is pressed l ight-
ly,  the camera has switched to the long
exposure mode. Exposure t imes of up to
99 sec.  are possib le in  th is  mode.  Here,
the shut ter  remains open for  as long as
the shutter release button is pressed al l
the way down. Exposure t ime is dis-
played on the LCD data panel.

For photographs with long exposure t imes,
the LEICA mini  t r ipod is  recommended as
a pract ical accessory which f i ts into any
pocket (order no. 14320).

Electric cable release (Accessory - not
suppl ied as standard;  order  no.  18540)

The electr ic cable release is a useful ac-
cessory for preventrng camera shake du-
ringr, long exposu res ta ken at n ig ht, f or ex-
amp1e.

Caution: Switch the camera off before
connecting the electr ic cable release in
order to prevent the shutter f  rom being
depressed accidental ly.

-{



Taking pictures with infinity focus
lock and manual f lash-off
Inf ini ty focus lock enables the photogra-
pher to focus rel iably on distant subjects,
such as a range of mountains on the hori-
zon Detai ls in the foreground such as
bui ldings, trees, etc. wi l l  not lead to focus
errors.

Press the mode selector button (8,
, ,  MODE")  unt i l  the symbols ,  , ,@" and , ,U
OFF" are d isplayed in the data panel .  The
lens rs now set to inf ini ty for the fol lowing
photographs and the f lash is switched off .

Self-timer
By pressing the self-t imer selector button
(5) below the data panel on the top of the
camera, the self-t imer is activated, delay-
ing -the release of the shutter by approxi-
maqely 10 seconds.

During the countdown, the red LED (141
on the f  ront of the camera l ights up as
fol lows:

7 seconds: constant
2 seconds:  b l ink ing
1 $econd: consta nt

The shutter release fol lows.
d
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lmportant: lf the motor stops without the
f lashing , ,0" symbol appearing in the data
panel, the battery must be checked and, if
necess ary, replaced. Do not open the ca-
mera back because l ight fal l ing on the par-
t ial ly rewound f i lm wi l l  damage i t .  After in-
serting the battery, activate the manual
fi lm rewind (231 on the bottom of the ca-
mera.

After pressing the self-t imer button, the
self- t imer symbol in thei data panel f lashes
and the remain ing seconds unt i l  the shut-
ter release are shown. To cancel the self-
t imer, press the self-t imer selector button
once more or switch the camera off.

Automatic fi lm rewind
The camera automatical ly rewinds the f i lm
after the last exposure. The frame counter
counts in reverse. When the f  i lm has
been f ul ly rewound into i ts cartr idge, a
,,0" f lashes on the data panel and the ca-
mera is switched off.

;t'



Mid-roll f i lm rewind
You can activate the l imotor winder to
rewind part ial ly exposed f i lm by pressing
the rewind switch (23]. indicated by the
symbol EO found on the left of the ca-
mera. Press i t  with a bal lpoint pen or simi-
lar object.

Panorama photographs
The standard 35 mm f i lm format of the
LEICA Z2X is 24x36 mm and has a lateral
rat io  of  2:3.  Wi th use of  the panofama
adapler (available as accessory, order no.
18 51 1) ,  a  f i lm format  of  12x36 mm is
produced with a lateral rat io of 1 :3. This
panorama format is wel l-suited for landsca-
pe or group photographs. Insert the adap-
ter into the f i lm window of the LEICA ZzX
as shown in the i l lustrat ion. The ent ire
f i lm wi l l  now be exposed in the panorama
format.

.t

www.orphancameras.com



lmportant: Be careful
panorama mark ings in
p.  121.

Also, there is a velcro
case to securely store
ter.

to stay within the
the viewfinder (see

inside the everready
the panorama adap-

Soft leather case for LEICA ZZX



Trouble-shoot ing guide.. .

Problem Cause Solut ion

Entire image out of focus - Camera shake dur ing
exoosure

- Hold camera steady and
press exposure retease
gent ly

- Keep hands, carrying strap,
etc. away from
autofocus sensors

- Distance between camera
and subject  must be at
least  60 cm (24 in.)

- Use focus memory
(see p .  14)

- Use focus memory on alter-
native subjects that are at a
simi lar  d istance (see p.  14)

-  Change mode (see p.  16)

-Clean lens (refer to , ,Helpful
t ips on camera care",
p 36)

Main subject out of focus

Picture blurred or partially
out of focus

- Autofocus sensors
obstructed

!

r ' '  - Subject too close

- Main object not inside auto-
focus frame whi le focusing

- Diff icult autofocus situations,
such as uni formly br ight
su rfaces without contrast

-  Camera set to inf in i ty

- Lens is not clean
(water marks, f ingerprints)

q
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Picture too dark or
partially too dark

Shutter release button is
blocked

Shutter release blocked
and the frame counter
in data panel  f lashes

- Lens or f lash uni t ' * ' "
obstructed

- Camera/subject distance too
great for f lash exposures

- Camera not switched on

- Battery is dead

. - Battery conl' (oxidized) 
:acts soiled '

- Flash sti l l  recycling
4l '  - Subject too close

'  
" ' '-  Fi lm in camera has j '

rewound and cartridge is
st i l l  in camera

- Program error

-  Fi lm advance malfunct ion

- Keep hands, carry ing
strap etc. away from lens
and f lash uni t

-  Stay wi th in the f lash range
or use a higher speed f i lm

- Switch on camera
(see p.  7)

- Change battery
(see p.  5,  6)

-Wipe battery contacts
c lean

-Wait briefly unti l the flash
is ready (see p. 13, 17l,

- Increase the subject
distance to at least 60 cm
(24 in.) ,  (see p.  12)

-Take out f i lm cartridge
(see p ,  27 ,28)

-Take out battery and re-
insert  i t

-  Rewind f i lm via rewind
switch (see p. 28)
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Data back
The LEICA Z2X is avai lable with or without
data back.

With the quartz-controlled data back, the
date (day, month,  year -  in three di f ferent
sequences),  or  the t ime (day, houl  minute)
can be imprinted onto the f i lm at  the
moment of  exoosure.  The automat ic calen-
dar extends to the year 2019. The date or
t ime can be read in the lower r ight  corner of
the photograph. The imprint ing of  the data
is control led by the camera's automat ic f i lm
speed sett ing (DX-coding).  The data back is
powered by the camera battery.

LCD-data back display (22)
D isp lay  fo r  mark ing  the  f i lm f lashes  fo r
approximately 2 sec.  af ter  successful
da ta  impr in t ing .
M O D E
Push button for set t ing the data display
and for switching of f  data imprint ing.
Every t ime the button is pushed, the dis-
play changes in sequence (see diagram
on p.  33).  The month is marked with the
let ter  , ,M" (does not appear on f i lm).  The
dashes (--  - - )  v is ib le in the display
when the data imprint  mode is set  to of f ,
are not imor inted on the f i lm.
SELECT
Push button for select inq the indiv idual
data to be set.
SET
Push button for set t ing the indiv idual
data.  By pressing br ief ly the value is
changed by one in ascending order.  Hol-
ding the button down longer causes the
values to change quickly.

2

l t  - r l' l  lEfrt][ f lgl l
t-J

MODE STTECT
l -L66O
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t l l
t r l
3  4 ' 5
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Setting the data
By push ing  the  SELECT but ton ,  you  can
choose that part  of  the display to be set.
T h e  d i s p l a y  f o r , , i m p r i n t i n g "  d i s a p p e a r s
and the part  of  the display selected f las-
hes .  In  the  da ta  d isp lay ,  push ing  the  bu t -
ton the f i rst  t ime selects the 'vear '  d is-
p lay ;  push ing  once more  se lec ts  the
'month'  and once more sets the 'day'  d is-
p lay  In  the  t ime d isp lay ,  the  'hour '  i s  se t
f i rs t ,  fo l lowed by  'm inu tes ' .  When pushed
aga in ,  the  co lon  be tween 'hour '  and 'm inu-

t e s ' b l i n k s .  T h e  b l i n k i n g  d a t a  a r e  s e t  b y
push ing  the  bu t ton  , ,  SET"  .  When the
co lon  b l inks  in  the  t ime d isp lay ,  p ress ing
the , ,SET" button sets the c lock to zero
s e c o n d s .  P r e s s i n g  t h e , , S E L E C T "  b u t t o n

another t ime concludes the sett ing proce-
dure  and the  d isp lay  symbol  fo r  impr in t ing
l igh ts  up  aga in .

By pressing the MODE button, you can
select  the desired date or t ime display.
The approximate posi t ion and size of  the
imprinted data can be seen in the photo-
graph shown on page 35. lntensi ty control
for  correct  impr int ing of  the data is carr ied
out v ia the LEICA 72X's automat ic f i lm
speed sett ing (DX-coding).  The data are
impr in ted  on  the  f  i lm f  rom beh ind  by
means o f  an  LCD e lement .



ge to yel low. For this reason, imprinted
data are sometimes barely legible in
bright, orange-tinted or very ,, busy" areas
of the photograph. After imprint ing, the
display wi l l  f lash for approximately 2 se-
conds.

Data legibil i ty on the photograph may vary
sl ight ly depending on t fre f i lm used. On
some f i lms, such as Kodachrome 64, the
data are sometimes very faint or not visi-
ble at al l .  On dark subjects, the data appe-
ar red to orange, on l ighter subjects, oran-
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Helpful t ips on camera care cals. The camera can be carefully cleaned i
Use a soft brush or a dry, soft, clean cloth with a clean, dry cloth. Do not exert ex-
(e.9.  a c lean cotton handkerchief)  to remo- cessive pressure on the LCD data panel .
ve dust on the outer lens surface. Avoid The LCD data panel  has been designed
touching the part of the cloth used before for use in temperatures from approximate-
beginning to c lean. Special  lens c loths ly 0 '  to +40o (32'  to 104'F).  At  lower or
such as those sold for  c leaning eyeglasses higher temperatures,  the legibi l i ty  of  the i
are not recommended. They often contain LCD data displayed may deteriorate. ln
chemicals that  may damage the opt ical  certain cases, high temperatures may
glass.  (The composi t ion of  g lass used for even cause the LCD data panel  to darken.
eyeglass lenses is differ.ent from tflt us,ed lmportant: The camera contains high_vol_
i n c a m e r a | e n s e s ) ' A | c o h o | a n d o t h e r : h : i ' g ; - " l " . t r o n i c c o m p o n e n t s . U n d e r n o c i r -
mical solutions should not be 

-r,r"d lo .rir,rt.n"", should the camera body be
clean the camera bgdyr w.!"n, ne?e.?sary' ,nr"rewed or broken apart. High volt 'agei
c lean the camera with a sof t ,  dry c loth.  ; ; ; ; "  oanoerous. 

"r" '

Do not expose your LEICA Z2X Io hard
knocks, heat or moisture. Extremely low -r..:
temperatures affect the f unctioning of , l

':your camera. In cold weather,  keep youl
LEICA Z2X in a warm inside oocket.  Avoid
abrupt changes of temperature from hot
to cold,  as th is may cause condensat ion
and af fect  the camera's funct ions.  Should
condensat ion form, th is wi l l  d isappear , i t .
after a while in warm, dry conditions. To ,, i,
avoid expensive repairs or total loss, do i
not  a l low your LEICAZ2X to become wet.  

'

Whi le not in use, keep the camera in a
cool, dry place free from dust and chemi-

, -.;u-;a*6 ,& gm,, ,,-r ; . ,*ii6uAhii!r&***#* *idffie*{, r** We*&* ..,s'*i* J
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Gustomer Service
For servic ing and in the unl ikely case of
damage to your LEICA Z2X, the service
department of your national Leica Camera
agency (refer to warranty card) is at your
service.  Consul t  your author ized Leica
Camera dealer for  assistance.

Technical data
Type: Compact 35 mm rangefinder camera
with passive autofocus, automatic exposure
program and bui l t - in f lash.

Lens: LEICA VARIO-ELMAR 35-70 mm
t14.0 -  7.6 (7 elements in 6 groups).  Lens
cover automatically closes when the came-
ra is switched off.

Focus range: From 60 cm (24 in.l to inf inity.
Separate infinity focus lock.

Autofocus system: Passive autofocus,
which meters exposure values when the
shutter release button is pressed l ight ly and
focuses when the shutter release button is
ful ly depressed. In poor l ight ing condi t ions
the auxi l iary AF l ight  is  automat ical ly act iva-
ted.

Exposure control: Automatic
mode, center-weighted integral
wi th automat ic f lash act ivat ion in
mat ic modes.

Memory: Focus is locked and
value saved with cont inuous sl ight
on shutter release button.

program
meter ing
the auto-

metered
pressure
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Exposure override: +2Ev,
manua l ly .

Meter working range:

can be activated

(al l  data at  ISO
100121.)
For modes with automatic flash activation
or , ,ON" (manual f lash-on)

At 35 mm focal length:
from exposure value Ev9 (1/30 sec. and
f 14.0) to Ev17 (11300 sec. and tl20).

At 70 mm focal length: 
'

f rom exposure  va lue  Ev11.6  (1 /50  sec .  and
t17.6) to Ev17 (11200 sec,. and tl25).

For manual , , f lash-of f"  modes or manual
f  lash act ivat ion wi th long exposure,
, ,SLOWON".

At 35 mm focal length:
from exposure value EvG (1/4 sec. and fl4l to
Ev17 (U300 sec. and f 12CD.

At 70 mm focal length:
f rom exposure value Ev7.9 {1/+ sec.  and
t l7.6l  to Ev17 (11200 sec. and f  l2d.

Shutter speed range: 1/4 sec. to 1/300
sec.,  , ,8"  set t ing (up to 99 sec.)

Film speed setting: Film speed automati-
cal ly set  for  DX-coded f i lms f  rom ISO
50/18'  to ISO 3200/36".  With f i lm without
DX-coding or wi th coding lower than ISO
50, the camera is automat ical ly set  to ISO
100121".  With f  i lms with coding higher
than lSo 3200, it is set to lso 3200136.
The settings are as follows: ISO 50, 64,
100, 125, 200, 250, 400,500, 900, 1000,
1600,  2000,3200.

Automatic flash: ln poor l ighting conditi-
ons the f lash is act ivated automat ical ly in
the automat ic program modes. Manual
ON/OFF capabi l i ty  at  any t ime. Addi t ional
manual f lash act ivat ion also possible wi th
long exposures (SLOW/ON). Pre-flash to
reduce ,,red-eye" effect in automatic pro-
gram mode and manual f lash-on (ON,
SLOWON).
Flash range (all data at ISO 100121"):
A t  35  mm:  0 .6  to  5 .1  m
At  70  mm:  0 .6  to  2 ]  m

I
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Viewfinder: Bright, clear real image view-
f inder wi th markings for autofocus area
measured, f rame l ines for  c lose-range and
panorama photographs (panorama adapter
avai lable as an accessory).  Viewf inder ma-
gni f icat ion:  0.44x at  35 mm focal  length,
0.74x at  70 mm focal  length.  Finder cover-
age 837o of f i lm format.

LEDs: Red LED bl inks when f lash is being
recharged and is l i t  contrnuously when the
flash is ready to fire. '
Green LED bl inks when the camera/sub-
ject  d istance is too smal l  or  when there is
a risk of camera shako, due to long expo-
sure t imes. l t  is  l i t  cont inuously to indicate
that focus and exposure have been mete-
red or stored in memory.

Fi lm transport :  Automat ic f i lm threading
and advance to first frame. Motorized ad-
vance after each exposure. Continuous
shoot ing by holding down shutter release.
Automatic rewind after last exoosure. Mid-
rol l  rewind oossible.

Data panel: Liquid Crystal Display (LCD)
indicates symbols/numbers for: battery sta-
tus,  f rame count (al ternat ively t ime count
in seconds),  f lash and pre-f lash act ivat ion,
flash OFF and pre-flash OFE long-time ex-
posure,  inf in i ty focus lock,  sel f - t imer and
exposure override.

Self-t imer: 1O sec. countdown; indicated
by diode (LED) on front of  camera. Act iva-
ted by separate button on the top plate of
the camera.

Power supply: Long-lasting 3V lithium bat-
tery (CR 123A1.

Camera on/off control: ON/OFF button
on camera top. Lens travels to ready/trans-
port  posi t ion.  Camera automat ical ly shuts
off ' electronics after approx. 5 minutes
(stand-by mode). Functions can be re-ac-
t ivated by touching the shutter release
button, the zoom selector or the ON/OFF
button.

n'
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Program modes: Camera body: Elegant and ergonomic
o Automat ic program mode with automat ic Leica design. Also in black avai lable.  Eyelet

flash for attaching the neck or wrist strap to side
o Automatic program mode with automatic of camera. Tripod mount. A1/q DIN 4503

f lash and ore-f lash ( /q") .
o Automat ic program mode with automat ic

flash and exposure override Data back: Camera available with or with-
o Manual f lash-on out data back. lmpr ints the day and t ime, or
o Manual f lash-on and ore-f lash date on the f i lm. Ouartz control led c lock and
. Manual f lash-on with long exposure* automat ic calendar up to year 2019. Intensi-
.  Manual f lash-on and p;e-f lash with long ty control led automat ical ly according to f i lm

exposure* :  gpeed coding.
.  Manual f lash-of f*
.  Inf in i ty focus lock and manual f lash-of f*  Dimensions (approx.) :
* The ,,8" is displayed on the LCD data Length 124 mm / height 69.6 mm / depth

panel if the light is too dim to permit 42.6 mm
exposure metering. Manual long-time (with data back 43.6 mm)
exposure up to 99 sec. possible.

Every program mode remains in effect unti l Weights (without battery)
another mode is chosen or the camera is approx. 245 g (without data back) .
turned off . When the camera is switched approx. 248 g (with data back)
back on, i t  automat ical ly sets to , ,automat ic
program mode with automat ic f lash".
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